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About the piece

Sutartinés are traditional Lithuanian multi-part songs and have been recognized by UNESCO as
“Representative of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity” in 2010. This piece expands upon
the traditional Lithuanian sutartiné “Uzaugo liepa,” a story of a linden tree and a woman’s reverie.

In the original folk song version, each verse is sung three times, each time by a different singer, ac-
companied by a call-and-response refrain of “Dautuvo” and “Ratilio” in the other voices. My setting
preserves this texture in the first verse. After that, we depart from the strict canonical form; each
successive verse is given a unique character to help illuminate the meaning of the text and make this
fantasy colorful and vibrant.

Performance Note: The piano brings a certain dreamy otherworldliness to the story, but the voices
should have lots of rhythmic vitality, especially when singing syncopations and the “dautuvo / ratilio”
vocables in the verses and refrains. These articulations are marked in the score.

Edition Note: I was greatly honored to have this abridged festival edition performed at the centen-
nial 2024 Lithuanian Song Festival in Vilnius, Lithuania by the combined women’s choirs. It omits
the later verses of the original text where the singer fashions a bed from the topmost branches of the
linden tree and lays her lover to rest. Musically, this version (2’45”) ends on a strong and emphatic
note, whereas the original version (4°05”) ends with a dreamy lullaby. I've decided to allow both ver-
sions to co-exist and give choirs the freedom to choose their own adventure!  ~ K. Daugirdas

For a pronunciation guide and additional resources, please visit: www.daugirdasmusic.com/uzaugo-liepa-lithuanian-folk-song

“Uzaugo liepa” (Up Grew the Linden Tree)

1. UZaugo liepa, lioj dautuvo, 1. Up grew the linden tree, lioj dautuvo,
Lygioj vétalaj, lylia ratilio. In a flat place, lylia ratilio.

2. Turéjo liepa ... devynias Sakas ... 2. The linden tree had... nine branches...

3. Visas devynias ... vatrala lauzé ... 3. All nine ... were battered by the storm ...

4. IS ty Sakeliy kraslalius dirbsiu. 4. From those branches I will make chairs.

5. Tuosi kraslaliuos pati sedésiu. 5. In those chairs I will sit myself.

Please let me know if you perform this work!
Email: performance@daugirdasmusic.com
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For Dalia Viskontas and the Volungé Women's Choir, Toronto, ON
Performed at the Centennial 2024 Lithuanian Song Festival, Vilnius, Lithuania

UZAUGO LIEPA

(UP GREW THE LINDEN TREE)
Abridged Festival Edition

For SSAA chorus and piano (2 min. 45 sec.)
Music by KESTUTIS DAUGIRDAS (b. 1985)

based on a traditional Lithuanian part-song
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